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QUARRY CHAPEL RESTORATION COMMITTEE

of
Knox CouNTy HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Post Office Box 14 Gambier, Ohio 43022

Marech 5, 1975
Dear Friend,

We are delighted to inform you of our progress since October, 1972, when

our committee was formed and the wheels were set in motion to restore Quarry
Chapel. Our fund-raising campaign resulted in a total of $9600 - $8700 of
this was from private donations, and $900 was from fund-raising projects
(card parties, concert, picnic, etc.). The Knox County Historical Society
gave us $2000, making a grand total of approximately $11,600, '

You will recall that our first stage was to save the exterior of the Chapel:
much of that work has been done. The deteriorated stone work has been torn
down and rebuilt., The slate from the roof has been removed, and the sheeting
and trim underneath have been replaced. MNost of the roof has been replaced
with slate - all of it old, matching slate which was purchased by us. The
remaining section of the roof is sealed, and will be completed when fair
weather arrives. (We have enough old slate to cover that, too.) A& post

and rail fence was purchased, and a work day was held to put the fence up

on the north boundary. When the contractor is finished with the exterior
work of the Chapel we will complete the fence on the east side. The Chapel
grounds look much neater now, since we have trimmed trees and cut brush.
Members of the committee attended a local auction and purchased stained
glass windows, which will be the first project in the next phase of our work.
The remaining exterior projects are the door and small section of the roof.
Our next phase will begin with the windows, and include the redoing of the
interior walls, floor, and ceiling,

Thank you all very much for your kind help. The little Chapel looks far
healthier now: it stands up against the valley behind it the way it must
have done when it was first built, and seems in no danger, anymore, of
deteriorating.

Sincerely,

»

decarny Chagd KoitzeaTion
m
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QUARRY CHAPEL RESTORATION COMMITTEE

of
KNox CouNTtY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Post Office Box 14 - Gambier, Ohio 43022
‘MQé
15, 1978

Dear Friend,

He are again happy to inform you of our progress since we sent out the last
newsletter in March, 1975. All work on the exterior of the church has now
been completed, and it is now well protected from further deterioration.
The fence was finished on the east side, also.

A local carpenter has made oak shutters for the side windows and for the
large window on the south side, The shutters close and lock, so will serve
as protection for the windows when they are installed. The same carpenter
is now in the process of making oak doors for the front of the church.

We now have an Chio Historical Marker firmly cemented into the ground next
to the road, After hours of debate about (and near divorces over) how best
to utilize the sixty words allotted to us for the marker, we arrived at the
following inscription:

CHRIST CHURCH AT THZ QUARRY

January 18, 1863

The stone masons brought over from England by Bishop Chase

to construct early buildings at Kenyon College settled in

this area, In the 1850's, with the help of Zpiscopal Bishop
Gregory T. Bedell, they and other families in the community
built "Quarry Chapel" on land given by John Bateman., William
Fish, owner of a nearby quarry, donatsd the sandstone, The
church stood unused and deteriorating since 1937. Restoration
began in 1972,

In the fall of 1976, Quarry Chapel was one of ten stops on the annual Heart

of Ohio Tour. The chapel was open for inspection, and we had various displays
of early photographs and clippings of the progress we had made, We also gave
out a pamphlet telling the history of the chapel, Over four hundred visitors
toured our grounds, and we believe it was a successful weekend.

We have also cleaned out the cellar and rebuiltr the stone stairway which leads
down to it. Oak doors have been installed at the top of the steps to give it
a nice appearance and - more practically - to keep debris, snow, etc, from
falling into the opening.,

Rev, lincoln 7. Stelk, in his first year as rector of Harcourt Parish, did

some research into the whereabouts of the Quarry Chapel furniture., We are very
excited about its discovery in a storage room at Trinity Cathedral in Cleveland,
The items there are: altar rail, communion table, lectern, six pews, and two
chairs, Our immedlate plans are to move it to Gambier and store it here until
the interior of the church is completed.

We do not plan to undertake any other major projects now, as our chairmen will
be out of the country for a year. We are, however, talking with experts about
various possibilities for restoration of the windows, Our plans now are to
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have another Fund Drive in the fall of 1979, and to complete restoration
of the chapel as soon as possible after that,

Ye appreciate your interest in Quarry Chapel, and will surely keep in
touch with you about our plans.

Sincerely,

Chairman, Quarry Chapel Restoration Committee

P. 8. One of our fund-raising projects for the last few years has been
selling Quarry Chapel notecards, and we plan to continue this, As a matter
of fact, if you would like to receive a box or two, please complete the form
below, and mail it to us, Zach box contains 15 notes and 15 envelopes,
(Cards may be obtained locally from Xatherine Allen, Gambier,)

Actual Size

SR e

(nist (hunch ot the Quarny - 1863 ' Ganbiton,, Ohio

ORDER FORM
Quarry Chapel Restoration Committee
Pc Oo Box 14‘

Gambier, Chio 43022

Please send me ___ box(es) of Quarry Chapel notecards at $2.00 per box,

postpaid. Enclosed is my check or money oxder for § .
Name
Address

City State Zip




